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divided into three regions-JSastern, Central and Western. The
monsoon sets in usually in June and the air is more or less
saturated with moisture till the close of September. But
the amount of rainfall varies according to the position of the
three most important cane growing tracts. Generally the
rainfall decreases from the east to west and from the northern
sub-montane belt to the south. In the eastern region
(Gorakhpur division) the rainfall ranges from 40 to 48
inches, in the central region (Fyzabad and Lucknow divi-
sions) from 38 to 41 inches, and in the western region
(Meerut and Rohilkhand divisions) from 26 to 50 inches.
In the eastern region as a whole the summers are hot and
the winters are mild and the sugar-cane is generally grown
"without irrigation. In the central region the extremes of
temperature are not very great and the danger of damage
by frost is also very little. But in the western region the
climate is rather extreme. The summers are hot and dry
and the scorching, dry and strong west wind continues to
blow till the monsoon sets in. The winters are cold and the
crops of sugar-cane are likely to be damaged by frost. A
factory in the Meerut division reported to the Tariff Board
on Sugar (1938) that frosts were likely to occur once in every
five years and the loss to sugar-cane crop was estimated
at 20 per cent. In a particularly bad year like 1934-35 they
had to burn half the cane in their farm. Another factory
reported a loss of 80 per cent of the crop.3 Sometimes the
lower temperatures which are liable to occur in Rohilkhand
between December and February also prove Injurious to
cane.4                                                                  '-.-.
The variations in rainfall both in the central and western
regions make irrigation essential. But the level nature of
the plain and the presence of snow-fed rivers flowing through
it make the construction of canals very easy and less expen-
sive. Most of the districts in both thfcse regions are, therefore,
very well served by an excellent system of canals, which has
been further supplemented in the western region by an
extensive system of tube-wells operated by hydel energy. The
sub-soil water for these wells is available aonly a few feet
3 Report of the Indian Tariff Board on Sugar (1938), p. 68.
4 Report of the Indian Sugar Committee (1920), p. 35.